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Children often enjoy having their say and helping to decide events by choosing between options, such
as which book to share in story time. This provides purposeful opportunities for comparing numbers.

Adults could set up a ‘voting station’, displaying options such as books, and provide ‘voting bricks’ with
each child’s name on to be placed next to their choice and number cards to label the results. Timers
could be provided that children could use to time themselves as they fill up the container.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Number

e Comparing more and less; being able to say ‘This has more than that one”.

e Cardinal counting: counting and saying how many there are.

e Comparing numbers e.g. ‘'This has more because it has 8 and that one only has 6"
e Estimating how many there are in a tower, or scattered bricks.

¢ Predicting addition e.g. ‘If two more people vote for that one, then it will have 8'.

e Reasoning: ' . . .But if this one gets 2 more, it will win, because it will have more”.

Data Handling:
e Interpreting the bricks as signifying the numbers of people who wanted an option.
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